
Gateway Tier 3 Courses at BUES and BIS (grades 4-7) 

Advanced ELA 
Students who… 

 are passionate about Reading 

 excited to participate in discussions about their Reading within a group 

 enjoy making connections and extending upon themes and ideas  

Students read a variety of literature; short stories, poetry, novels and excerpts from classic literature.  Students 

actively participate in developing reader responses to literature through discussion, writing, dramatic readings 

and role playing.  Individual and group projects provide challenges to students to analyze, appreciate and 

develop personal perspective.  Through vocabulary development, reading, research and writing, students 

enhance their knowledge of human experience and expression. Students work with creative expression as well 

as editing skills.  As these writers develop, they discuss and identify the major traits and criteria that produce 

excellent writing as well as a unique writer’s voice.    

Future Problem Solving (FPS) 
Students who… 

 are able to work cooperatively with others         

 excited to participate in problem solving 

 are creative thinkers 

 have a vast amount of background knowledge 
Future Problem Solving depends on extensive research, strong oral and written communication skills, and the 

ability to work as part of a team.  Students learn a creative problem solving model that enables them to 

creatively expand and contract their critical thinking in order to generate many ideas over 16 categories, 

develop criteria by which to judge their ideas, and develop action plans to generate support and enthusiasm for 

their best solutions to problems.  FPS provides the tools and strategies students need to face the challenges of 

the future through high level thinking, teamwork, advanced research and writing.   

Advanced Math 
Students who… 

 are passionate about Math 

 are fluent and accurate in basic computation skills 

 can apply and explain thinking  
Students in Advanced Math are asked to analyze, synthesize, and explain their mathematical thinking.  Students 

are introduced to many concepts they will encounter in advanced grades.  Students learn about a set of concepts 

that expands upon their current math knowledge.  Student work with vocabulary specific to each unit.  These 

experiences, discussions, and written reflections provide an opportunity to advance students’ mathematical 

understanding and act as an introduction for their more formal study.  

STEM 
Students who… 

 are interested in one or all: Science, Math, Technology, Engineering 

 can participate in hands on investigation within a group 

 enjoy researching and problem solving 

 are creative thinkers 
Students in this course are expected to demonstrate scientific curiosity, teamwork, and development of 

advanced research skills, both ‘in the field’ and through research work in reading and writing.  Students work in 

the areas of: engineering, including design and construction. Throughout this course, students engage in critical 

and creative thinking and problem solving in science using current technology and advanced research skills. 


